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ne voice ſaid ery ; and he ſaid, What 

_ cry? All;fleſh is graſs, an- All the 
neſs t reof Is as the flower of the f 
: raſs withereth, the flower: 
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7 E frailty 0 man has been 


theme of converſation, ever ſince death entere$- | © 
into the world, Numerous diſcourſes ha been 8 
delivered, and numerous volumes written on ? — 
| Fubje: "and indeed, no ſubject can engage > 
human mind that i is mote ſolemn and inte © 5 
than that of man's mortality; and no w 5 3 


painted in ſo lively and affecting colours as in be „ 
holy Seriptures. Life is there compared to a 5 „5 
por, which juſt appeareth and then vaniſheth . - -- 
to a poſt who rides with ſpeed, in order t 
important intelligenee: to a ſhip, that, Wit 
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E 2092 . of God.--A ſolemn voice whieh i is often heard. , 


ES 2s 


Andi to a flower, which e 


15 | vine wor. The voice ſe 


1 8 Witbereth away: an 5 
5 _ moi With the morning ew, it falls beneath tbe 
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fails, — —5 before he Abd to the flight ef an 
eeagle, the ſwifeſt of bir | 
only of a ſhort Summer) 

day flouriſhes, and tomorrow withers and dies; 


ds: to praſs ; which is 
growth, and which to 


en the very bour that 
it id blooming, fades, 


en ee Tac 2 hs 


id crys intimating ft. 
e of great weight and importance Was 


be publiſhed aloud, th And 
Lende beihg made, What ſhall Tory ? It 
- was anſwered, all Re feſt is *grafs, and all the. 
goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the eld: the 
2 withereth, he flower fadeth..- - Graſs we 


now is bur of ſhore uration.”. . * and 15 


oft, while it ia yet 


's ſc) the. And ſtill more traufient is the 


= g 5 e the garden, an eſpecially of the field; 5 


_ ſcarcely. does i it bloom efor 
2 foot may crufh it, 
Eee * or A leerer 7 755 
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3 + — geld; "and: his holds true of math 


" in his beſt Nate. In his boſe feate, as lie 
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troops, and is gone - 


IT ̃᷑!be laſt mentioned fimilitudes, tepreſenting the 
. Hortnefs and uncertain y. of life, » we have in 1 


Scripture, Hick, hel is. 1 Wai 4 k «The - 
| young. * healthy, the blooming and gay, arg 
fFlrail as graſs, which to day is, and tomorrow is 

conſumed; frail as the flower, which no _ 
: cometh forth, but it begins to vaniſh... No one 

is exempt from the laws of mortality. Neither 1 

youth, nor beauty, nor ſtrength, nor virtue it- 3 I 7 

ſelf, nor any advantages. or arcompliſhments 

whatever, can inſure the life of the poſſeſſor. 

The text ſpeaketh of human frailey in the moſt 
' univerſal terms, act the whole of mankind 
of 8 age age and condition; Aur fleſh it fab, 
is graſs, and ALL the goodlineſs thereof, 4 % 
1 eren field. This is the langus 8 of, i- 

5 ſpixation.,” lies is the voice of Proyidenee + it. 
is echocd to: us from death beds, 5 5 in 
dying groans ; and we have this. Gee 
| an affecting comment on the text. We have © 
3 been commiting. to: the graye one De 
the bloom of her age, who was cut down like 
the tender graſs, like the flower of che field. 
attended. her death bed: and. while ne, 
che laſt agonies of this dying youth,. I ſaid in my 
„ hea, ſurely in he vos 5 SALES id 1 
| ne Voieer, FO t voice oE 5 


the ate frail as "hp 35255 of ths Tec fe NE 
5 f Ince man is thus mortal, as we have nam heard 
Aud ſeen: ſince human life, in its: moſt Eng S 
5 ſtate, is thus frail and -uncertain, let this con- = —_ . 2 
 Afideration convey to us thoſe leſſons af inſtruc⸗ 1 
| tion, which we are infinitely concerned * receive 
; © ans practice. e | | e ö 
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And, fir/tly, let us acquieſce in the law of 
. mortality, and in the divine diſpoſals reſpecting 
All the r take place in the world. 
| _ Behvldlas the clay is in the hands of the potter, 
| - fo are we in the hands of God. By fin, death 
entered into the world; and it is appointed unto 
aal men once to die. And in this appointment 
the Judge of all the earth, we are aſſured, hath 
done right. Be ſtill, and know that He is God. 
Indeed, we cannot by ſearching find Him out. 
His ways are in the deep, and His footſteps are 
not known. The ways of providence are often 
FF _ myſterious and incomprehenſible. We cannot 
fearch out the particular [reaſons why ſickneſs 
and death are ſent inte one family, whilſt the 
voiee of health is heard in others: Why one is 
| + rakenou of the world, and anether left: Why 
ſome die in youth, and others are ſpared to old 
gage. Theſe are things for which our feanty. 
minds cannot aſſign particular cauſes. But it 1s 
enough that the Lord reigneth. A Being of 
perfect rectitude, and of infinite wiſdom and 
© goodneſs, governeth the World. A fparrow fall- 
Ee th not to the ground without Him, and the ver7 
Hhairs of our heads are all numbered. Such is His 
| wiſdom, that He cannot err : ſuch is His power, 
that He cannet be refifted : and fach is His 
goodneſs, that He cannot wrong or inſure one 
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in the final iſſue of things, every myſterious event 
will be cleared up, and it will plainly be ſeen, 
that as for God, His way is perfect ; and that 
| |  Tighteouſneſs and judgment are the — of 
EE + ENT Fo EE SE 0228 8” +: 


* indivicaal creature in the univerſe. Therefore, 


His PO a even whit 1 Fe FE = are 
round about Him. This conſideration and view 8 I 
of things, has, in all l ages of the world, CIO 2 

the minds of. good ople, even under the grea 
eſt trials, When Job had. all his children _— 
5 2000 <A an inſtant, he ſaw the hand of God and 
8 uiet. The Lord. gave, he ſaid,” and "i 
- TR ath taken away : bleſſed: be the name of 
we Lord. When Eli loft his ſons, he — 
eplied, It is the Lord, let Him do what ſeemetn 
im good. When the Shunamitiſh woman, in 
3 the anguiſh of her heart, at the death of her au 2 
child, went forth to meet the prophet Eliſha, he EE * 
| enquired of her ſaying, Is it well with thee? E . 1 
it well with the child: ? And ſhe anſwered, It is 
well. Though her heart yearged toward ber on, 
and was, as it were, bleedigy with ſorrow: * 3 
the affliction of his death, he had ſuch a 1 
a view of and aequieſoenee in e 85 4 3 4 
tbat ſhe faid, I 15 well. And alſo the Prophet I 


 Habakkuk piouny reſolved, though be. ould be 


ſttipt of all outward comforrs, 7f0.76joice_ "In the + 3 
Lord, and to joy in the God of. his ſabverion;” = - LL 
It is the purpoſe of the ſanctified mind, te truſt- - -Y 
in God, and rejoice in His reign, and delight Dr 
in Him as its portion, come what will. Let f. Boots . 
a truſt and complacency. in the Divine Being, 25 
be your ſtaff to lean upon in every trial of life, 
and neither deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, 
nor faint when rebuked of Him. Hear the rod, 
and learn righteouſneſs, and turn to Him that. 
ſmiteth you; tor Bleſſed are they whom the Lord: . 
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bete S lie i is 15 Frail; al i . 
- nie no continuing city here, let the though ht be 
_ _ to wean us from the world: Why NS 
mould we fer our behrts upon that which is not 4 | 
- Fhis is not bur roſt: it is not our home, There 
WT no carchly comforts; 1 bich- we may promiſe 
outfelves — we ſhall enjoy tomorrow. Coe - 
ze from man, whoſe brec th is in bis noſirils «. 
Zet not your affecions pri ncipally on things be- 
low: the time is ſhort, t graſs withererh, the 
- flower of life fadeth. Ler thoſe then who have: ; 
- huſbands, wives, children, brothers, and ſifters,. 
be as if they had none: for ſoon theſe endearing 7 
connections will be diſſolved. And let thoſe 
Who weep, be as if the "wept not, and thoſe 
Who rejoice, as if they rejoiced not: for the © Þ 
faſhion, of this world paſſeth away. © ' -- — 
" Thirdly. ' Since the life of man is rally 20 - 
ne graſs and the fqn er of the field, let 1 
always lire mindful of our mortal ſtare.” Let us 
not ſay in our | hearts, Our mountain ſtands 
From, and we ſhall not be moved. Let us con- 
4; - Hder, that vanity. is written on all things under 
8 the Sun: and that our beſt earthly. enjoyments _ 
5 5 5 vaniſh | at a moment, when we feel the moſt; 
ſeeure "of them. When v e look upon our chil- 
. Ach, however healthy and likely to live they may 
E * ſrew, let us remember, thai they may ſoon and 
ns be taken from us by death. While 
7 providing for our own bodies, and feeding and 
8 . them, let. us conf! ider, that we ſhall 
have this to do but a ſhort time: that death is 
DPS. ws, and I ve is dur home. Wie * 
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and 
3 


ps 2 


— f 


ud proper for mortal man, was this reſolve 
Job; Fwill ſay to corruption, thou art my f, 
ther, and to the worm, thon art my mother and © 
„ . V/ Coo TE VEST 8 
Irx is good 
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that ſuch dying creatures ſhould e 


have death in mind, and frequently bring it near ber” 


ſerious meditation. 


= 3 


underſtood this ; that they would conſider their © 


latter end? And I wouldparticularly commend | 


this ſolemn exhorration to the youth of ' this 41. 


| ſembly. While you are rejoicing in youth, and * | 


pour hearts ate cheering you ini the days of yo,] 
' youth, you are apt not to be mindful upon what; - 
F - flippery places you ſtand. You look forward, 
and number years to come, as if they were your 
orn. You f. it a 
1 Rreae e but remember, young and health. © 


LY 


il as you are, that your life is frail as the graſs, 


You flatter yourſelves that death is ata * 


rious meditation. Hence that patheric Wim 
God himſelf, O that then were wiſe, that tie, 


or as tlie flower of che field. The young, weſee,. .,. 


> Is 
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22 


ae de. This has jut been wie AP. 


experience. An affecting image of death has nom © 


been prefented before your eyes. You have been 

. following ance, 
_ Lately ſhe was as like! 
The ſprightlineſs, and 
bloomed in her face: b 


upon her, changed her countenance, ang erer 
der away. Thegraſs withereth, the flower fadeths 


What an affecting leſſon is this. See that you do 
not forget it, nor neglect to improve it. Aci, 
| - you turn your eyes to vonder burying ground, 
FF where you juſt now left the mortal part of your”: 
%%%ù m; ß 
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to the grave your young acquaintance. / | 2 
y to live-as any of you. + © 
joy of youth andhealth,' - - 3 
ut death, laying his hand 3 
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: n friend and companion, how many . 
bogies of youtbs may yeu find lying there, 
who a few weeks, or perhaps. but a few days 

befdre tbey died, had the ſame  flatcerin | 
© PtgſpeRts of living, and the ſame vigor PAN L 

Fo now have. And it may be that death is now |}. 
very near to ſome of you. It may be that the 1. 
death warrant from the court of heaven, is no, 
nmakiag out againſt the youth in that pew, or in 
that ſeat. Boaſt not yourſelves of tomorrow. 
Make no dependence upon the frail uncertain _ 
ihing called life. To day hear the voice of God 
_- © afid; harden not your hearts, And whenever 
. - hereafter you may be rejoicing in your youth, 
and enjoying the innocent amuſements that are 
uitable to your ape, forget not that you muſt 
die: andas dying, accountable creatures. Re- 
member your Creator, and fear and ſerve Him. 
Fourthlh, and to co. eludg. SINCE life is * 
ſeo frail, let us all be diligent in making a due 
_ Preparation for death. What an affecting voice 
az it were, have we this day heard, ſaying to ev FF © 
-\ - etyone of us, Be ye alſo ready. May the fol- 
__ -* emit impreſſion, which it has occaſioned, have 
_ | ahabiding influence on our minds. . Buſineſs of. |, 
.__ - infinife-weight is before us. This is a ſtate f 
„ raland diſcipline, Means are uſed in and by 
the geſpel, to train us up for immortal glory Þ}} 
did feheity. Things of ſolemn and unſpeaka- F 
ble importance, depend on the improvement of 
tt his hort life. Opportunities that are paſt, gan- 
_ Het be recovered. Future opportunities of grace 
And ſalyation cannot be depeaded on. Now is 
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- 4 cipline: aiming conſtantly at the divine a 


on things above, Bleſſed be the Farther of mer= - 


Won 


the 8 time:  megle® 0 not to improve i; 0 
- Whatſoever your hand findeth to do, for your 
own 'ſouls, or for others, do it with all your 
might; for There is no work, or device, © 
knowledge i in the grave, whither we go. Let us 12 
fill up our time ds becomes creatures, who ej . | 2 
pect to die, and give an account of our ſteward- gr W 
ſhip. Exerciſing repentance toward God, ank = 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let us be watch 88 I 
ful and circumſpeR, and be inftant-1 in prayer; : 
daily commending theſe frail bodies and our im- 

mortal ſouls, to the care and keeping ofthe Go ET, * 
of all grace: and ſee that we ſet our affeQions 32 


cy, that there is a hope fer before. us; the joy — ll 
_ ful-hope of a reſurrection and immortal felicity. p. 
— Bleſſed be His name, that the wayand means of "ys ow 
; obtaining eternal life, are plain tec out . 5 2 
thggoſpel of His Son: and, that though we are 
" Gnners, loſt. and undone, we ite freely invite "ot "AY 
to turn unto Him, and live, And now maß "= 
His grace be ſufficient for us; that hy repents 88 4 
ance and faith unfeigned, and new obedience,” _ 
we may work out our own. ſalvation: that 
may love God and our dear Red a th⸗ 
fully ſubmit ourſelves: to Their fervigg and gif 2 wy 


bation, and to bring forth much fruit, . IE 
glory of our heavenly Father. In life nd; 5 5 
death, may weg ily Him; and may Hee” "WF 0 
the healch of, ur counte: Dance, and. our GOE „ 


